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RECEPTION CELEBRATES NEW BOOK ABOUT UM LAW PROFESSOR 
MISSOULA-
University of Montana law Professor Raymond Cross and a UM alumnus who wrote a 
book honoring him will be in the spotlight during an event on campus Thursday, Sept. 30.
The School of Law will host a noon reception in the Castles Center to celebrate “Coyote 
Warrior (One Man, Three Tribes and the Trial That Forged a Nation),” a critically acclaimed 
book that tells the Cross family story.
Written by Paul VanDevelder, the book is both biographical and historical in its portrayal 
of Ray Cross as a legal warrior with wisdom, humility, determination, and legal and intellectual 
power.
A graduate of the UM School of Journalism, VanDevelder will be in Missoula for the 
Festival of the Book Sept. 30-Oct. 2. His book on Cross will be available for purchase during the 
law school reception, or members of the public may bring their own copy for signing by the 
author and Cross. Cookies and lemonade will be served during the event.
Coyote Warrior chronicles the return of Cross to the land where his great-great­
grandfather, the Hidatsa warrior Cherry Necklace, welcomed Lewis and Clark to the Knife River 
Villages in October 1804. The book tells the story o f building Garrison Dam on the upper 
Missouri River in North Dakota to provide irrigation water and to control downstream flooding.
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Half the land flooded by the lake behind the dam belonged to the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara 
people.
As tribal chairman, Ray’s father, Martin Cross, fought to prevent the federal government 
from building the dam. Ray Cross continued the fight all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
arguing for compensation for the land and villages lost when the dam was built.
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